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What is claimed is: 

1. A method for implementing a sense-area (110, 310) of a plurality of devices (lOi, 30i, 
40i, 50i, 60i) with respect to one another, comprising the steps of: 

defining the sense area (1 10, 310) of a device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) of said plurality as a 
coverage area having the device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) within said coverage and in which coverage 
area the device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) is visible to an other device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) of said 
plurality; and 

limiting the visibility of the device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) to the other device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 
50i, 60i) according to whether or not the other device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) is within said coverage 
area. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

detecting the presence of an other device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) according to the 
presence of a key in a received signal, and 

the device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) making itself visible by including a key in a 
transmitted signal. 

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of depending on whether or not an 
other device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) is detected within the sense area (1 10, 3 10), respectively enabling 
and disabling at least one of communication and use of the other device's user int erface. 

4. The method of claim 1 , wherein the defining step further comprises the step of 
defining the sense area (110, 310) coverage of each device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) of said plurality as 
at least one of a predetermined fixed shape and area. 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein said predetermined fixed are includes a maximum 
dimension of less than or equal to 10 cm. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein said defining step further comprises the step of 
defining the area and shape of said sense area (1 10 , 310) according to a portability characteristic of 
the device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i). 



7. The method of claim 6, wherein said are increases in a manner that is inversely 
proportional to an ease of carrying portability characteristic of the device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) such 
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that the less portable the device (10i, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) the larger the area and the more portable the 
smaller the area. 

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of providing each device (lOi, 30i, 
40i, 50i, 60i) of said plurality with at least one of a transmit power and a receive sensitivity. 

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising the step of setting at least one of said 
transmit power and said receive sensitivity is set to a predetermined fixed value. 

10. The method of claim 8, further comprising the steps of: 

providing a networking environment in which said plurality of devices (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) 
participate; and 

adjusting at least one of said transmit power and said receive sensitivity according to the 
provided networking environment. 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the networking environment is at least one of 
Bluetooth short, Bluetooth long, and IEEE 802.1 1 a/b/g. 

12. A method for enabling communication between a plurality of devices (lOi , 30i, 40i, 
50i, 60i) comprising the steps of: 

providing each device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) of the plurality with a sense area (1 10, 310) 
implemented according to the method of claim 1; and 

placing each device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) of the plurality within the provided sense area 
(1 1 0, 3 1 0) of every other device. 

13. A system that provides a device (10i, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) with a sense-area (110, 310) 
having a shape and size, comprising: 

a transceiver 202 coupled to an antenna (201) to transmit and receive signals to and from 
other devices (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) within the sense area; 
a detection logic module (203) configured to - 

i. detect a device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) within the sense area (1 10, 310) from a 
signal received by the transceiver (202); 

and 

ii. transmit a signal via the transceiver (202) to make itself visible to any other 
device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) within the sense area (1 10, 310); 
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a memory (204) coupled to the detection logic module (203) that stores detected device (1 Oi, 
30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) information; and 

a storage (205) coupled to the detection logic module (203) that provides persistent storage of 
device-specific (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) settings. 

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the device-specific (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) settings 
comprise at least one of an area of the sense-area (1 10, 310), a shape of the sense-area (1 10, 310), a 
maximum dimension of the sense-area (110, 310), transmit power level, receive sensitivity, standard 
device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) types for detection and their capabilities, display icons corresponding 
to data stored in the storage. 

15. The system of claim 13, wherein: 

the detection logic module (203) is further configured to - 

iii. detect a device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) according to the presence of a key in a 

received signal, and 

iv. make itself visible by including a key in the transmitted signal. 

16. The system of claim 13, wherein a maximum dimension of the sense area (1 10, 310) 
is a predetermined fixed value. 

17. The system of claim 16, wherein said predetermined fixed value is less than or equal 
to 10 cm. 

18. The system of claim 13, wherein said maximum dimension is determined according 
to a portability characteristic of the device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i). 

19. The system of claim 18, wherein said portability characteristic's ease of carrying and 
said maximum dimension varies in a manner that is inversely proportional to said portability 
characteristic such that the less portable the device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 6 0i) the larger the maximum 
dimension and the more portable the smaller the maximum dimension. 

20. The system of claim 13, wherein said detection logic module (203) is further 
configured to control at least one of a transmit power and a receive sensitivity . 
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21. The system of claim 20, wherein at least one of said transmit power and said receive 
sensitivity is set to a predetermined fixed value by said detection logic module (203) for the control 
thereof. 

22. The system of claim 20, wherein said detection logic module (203) is further 
configured to adjust at least one of said transmit power and said receive sensitivity according to a 
networking environment (100, 300, 400, 500, 600) in which the device (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) 
participates. 

23. The system of claim 20, wherein the networking environment (100, 300, 400, 500, 
600) is at least one of Bluetooth short, Bluetooth long, and IEEE 802.11 a/b/g. 

24. The system of claim 16, wherein the detection logic module (203) is further 
configured to: 

v. depending on whether or not an other device (10i, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i)is detected within 
the sense area (1 10, 310), respectively enable and disable, at least one of communication and use of 
the other device's (lOi, 30i, 40i, 50i, 60i) user interface. 



